“WAME: Kimura, Midori ‘DATE OF BIRTH1-4 307 PLACE UF BIRTH: Nageno 
" Age:_@f  Sex:F | Marital Status: WwW Education: Women's College 
| PRE-WAR : 


hate Te ‘No, 98 


Date of arrival in U. Se 1919 Age 122: MoS. P.Be Port of entry: San Bane! | 


Occupation/s#: 4). Housewife. = 2. _Domestie work 3. 
Place of residences 1... San Jose, Cay Ps a a. ; 


Religious affiliation: Christian Church _ 


Community. organi sas aa igaliee : ussite! Association. & PTA of Jefferson Beni” 


EVACUATION: “% Bow See 8 of ys - ‘school. 
“Name of assembly center: ee. Anita, | : a er a Te es. 
Name of relocation center: Hsart Mountain a an | 
Dispensation of property : Basement of ow som Names of bank/s i 
Jobs: held in camp: i, - 


. gobs held outside of Camp: Ke iping Cub Seer @ yr). 
Left camp to go to:_San ee eee ones ifornia 


. POST-WAR: 
- Date returned ee: West Coast: ay 1915, 
Address/es: 1, San Jos and California | 2. 


3° 
Religious affiliation: Christian’ OGRE 


Activities: 1.Chairperson of Women's Nesoeiaticn eilet et. 
if deceased, date, place | and a age at time of ceath: 


Name of interviewer: Heihachiro Takarabe Date: sigeiiarae Place: San Jose, Cae 
AtaqlatPv ee - : Det th hel 


Sy 7 


: sate ace 7 ne . 
: = . + jee . ad a « 
‘ 2% : : io wt . to: 
SNE IEN ENT A, WR yr a heel serbeen hte Nate ie volline penn meee Ft : 


i: NAME: MIDORI KIMURA 
| AGE: 77 
DATE OF BIRTH: 1897 
PLACE OF BIRTH: Nagano Ken 
YEAR OF ENTRY INTO THE USA: 1919, 22 years old 
MAJOR OCCUPATION: House Wife and Domestic Work 


CAMP: Heartmountain 


Date of Interview: Dec. 12, 1974. 
Place of Interview: San Jose 
Interviewer: Heihachiro Takarabe 


Translator: Heihachiro Takarabe 


1 PRGA me vA ee 


QO: Would you please tell me your name? 
A: Kimura, Midori. Would you. please sign your name in my 
Bible? And please write ina saying, a phrase from the 


Bible or hymn. . You are a minister, aren't you? 


QO: Yes, I am. But I haven't done this before. Is this 
OK? My Japanese is not very good anymore. I'm ashamed 
Of Et. 

A: Oh, you like it better in English? Then write it in 
English, because I understand it, too, even though 
it might be a half cooked. Then, your ceurch in 


Sacramento is a English speaking church? 


Q: Yes. There are some Issei, but the most of them are 
Nisei and Sansei. We have only about 12 issei members. 
A: Oh, is that right. You wrote here, "God is love." That's 


nice. Thank you very much. 


Q: I'm sorry my handwriting is terrible. 


A: Not at all. Look at my writing; it's like this. 


QO: Where were you born? 

A: Iwas born in Naganoshi, Nagano Ken, Japan. It's a 
very cold place, very close to Niigata Ken. It is the 
place where that famous Zenkoji Temple is located. My 
father's permanent regidence was in Niigata“*Ken, but | 


he was working in Nagano Ken at the time of my birth. 


Where were you born? 


I was born in 1897, (30th year of Meiji). 


Then you must be seventy... 


I'm 77 years old now. 


You are very healthy and vigorous person. 
I might look vigorous, but. I do have some troubles 


here and there. I have arthritis, too.. 


What did your father do? 

My father worked for the Rail Road Company. You see 
Buddhism was very strong in Nagano Shi (city). However, 
when I was born, both of my parents were Christians. I 
suppose this iS a very rare case, especially at that 


time. 


What do you remember about him? 

He always Said a simple prayer before our meal. He 
was an Episcoparian, so his prayer wasn't long like people. 
of atien denominations. He just said, "We are greatful 
for this meal." That's all. So we all ate together. 

My mother was a graduate of an advanced girls highschool 
at that time. So she must have taught my father English. 


So he could read and write a little. 


How many brothers and sisters did you have? 


I have 4 sisters and so 5 all together. All girls. I 


am the oldest. Because of my fathers occupation, we were 
able to attend an elementary school which was attached 

to the Public High school, funded by the prefecture. It 
was supeeed be a very good school. So I attended that 
school till I was ll years old. Then we moved to Korea. 
My father was dispached to Korea as a Railroad Corps 

for the Imperial Army during the Russo-Japan War. He 


stayed there for 2 years. We also went to Manchuria 


for a while. After that instead of coming back to 


Nagano Shi, he stayed with the company at Keijo (Seoul),. 
Korea. That's when my mother took 3 children and a 


grandmother and moved to Seoul. I was ll years old, then. 


What do you remember from Nagano Shi? 

We used to go to church on Sunday Morning. When I was 
small I was carried on a back. It was a small church 
so my mother used to go there to clean up. It was 
quite away from our house. I also remember that there 
was an spangeidisé by the name of Miss Smith. So she 
used to translate for her. There was an evangelism 
committee in the church, so ane would visit sick people 


and mix medicine for them. 


I also remember that when we had a Christmas presentation, 
I had to recite (bible passages and poems) in front 
of people. When I go to Sunday school, kids in neighbor- 


hood used to tease us by saying, "Amen somen. (somen is 


thin noodle) They used to say "Yaso-miso shopaina" (Yaso 
means Christians; miso, bean past to make soup; shoppaina, 
Salty). They used to sing such songs and they were mean 
to us at times. However, we continue to attend Sunday 


school. 


What were happy occasions? 

Our sch-ol used to take us to a school piaonic. We walked 
along a river about 5 Ri (20 mi), or climed amountain. 
Teachers in Japan used to take students to such places. 


It was a very happy occasion for us. 


We used to stand on desks. tT was a tom by at achodl. 

I used to play at di b, or"hanetsuki" (Japanese badminton 
played: on New Years Day) However, I only stayed in Japan 
till I was 1l years old, so I cannot recall too many 


things. 


TIT also: remember that when I was scolded by my father I 
was made to stand at a corner of a room. He did not 


hit. us, but I do remember that. 


My father was a very strict person when he needed to 
be, but he was also very gentle most of the time. My 
mother was very straight person. However, my father 
used to look after us a well. My parents got along 
very well, too. You see, back: in those days some men 


used to treat their wives severely, however, my father 


was not like that, probably because he went to church. 


Was your father an engineer? 

No. He was a clerk. He was born in a Buddhist family. 

He wanted to go to college, but because he lived in 

a contryside, his family could not send him to aeniege: 

So he left his home and studied alone. So he could not 
go to college, because his parent did not allow him 

to go. I suppose they felt that he did not need to study, 
Since they wanted him to become a eee I don't remember 
exact history there. However, he did come out to Nagano 
Ken and he met my mother. It was an Western style love 
marriage. It must have been quite westernized and nedera 
style marriage. My mother was born in Tottori Shi (city) 
Tottori Ken. When she graduated her school, she must 
come to Nagano Ken as a translator or something. I 


don't know the detailed circumstance, though. 


What do you. remember: about the town you lived? 

It was. a large town of that time. You. see,. the Zenkoji 
was a very famous temple of Jyodo Shinshu Sect. -: They 
say that all the Jyodo Shinshu believers must come to the 
temple once in their life time. It is called Zenkoji 


Mairi (Pilgrimage to Zenkoji). 


There was a person by the name of Amamiya in the town. 
He is related to the Emperor's family. So about 5 am in 


the morning, he ' passed through the town. People 


were so greatful of his presence that they would go out 
to the street and see him with reverence. This was his 
work, you see, to go to the temple at 5:00am and to 


offer, Buddhist prayer on Sunday morning. 


Some people went to see him and worshiped him. We just 
went to see him. There were quite few people there. 
There was also a dark room at the basement of the temple, 
and those pilgrims went there and prayed. It was a very 
dark room and was like a maze. People used to go through 
a path as they said prayer and groped and felt their 

way to the exist. They believed that if you got 
through this dark path, people will become Kamo. I 

feel bad about it now, but we went into the maze with a 


flash light. I must have been very small yet. 


When I was in the Kotojogakko (middle school), we sang 
songs by the famous Shinano River and danced. It was a 
very memorable and beautiful experience. It was a 


song of spring which we sang along the Shinano River. 


There was a large community hall called Johzanken.It was*used 
for a marshal art exhibition and other events. I remember 

an evangelist .who had a meeting there and sung beautiful 
songs. His name was Rev. Olchin. He was a very good 


Singer. 


We also had a Omikoshi from the temple. I don't know 


too much about this. Nagano Shi was very famous with 


soba (buck wheat noodle). We used to enjoy eating soba 


at restaurants. 


Do you remember any big events? 

Oh, yes. It was the Russo-Japan War. I remember that 
solders were sent out by waves of Japanese flags. My 
father was in Korea, so we would prepare an Ozen or 


Kagezen (meals prepared for a absent person) every night. 


My uncle came to America, I don't remember when. But he 
was my mother's brother. He was sent from Nagano 
Christian Church. He was also a Christian. All my 
mother's family were congregationalists. My father 

was an Episcoparian, so my mother also became an 
Episcoparian. My uncle 2 also became an npiscebarien 
and came to America. So we also prepared meal on an 
Ozen for him. TI also remember the victory parties of the 
Russo-Japan war. We just said, "Banzai, Banzai" (ten 


thausand years; Hurrah). 


Then you moved to Korea. How did you feel then? 
ell, I was very happy because I could see my father. 
It was the first time we took a long trip like that. 
We took a train to Tokyo. We stayed there for a while 
and then came to Shimonoseki, and the we took a ferry 


boat to Fuzan and then to Keijo (Seoul). 


I remember that trip very well. When we stayed at an 

inn in Shimonoseki, we had a very delicious lo bter dinner. 
Shimonoseki was very famous with it. Then, we worried 

a litte. bit about our luggage. My mother had to make a: 
special arrangement with it. I was the one who mentioned 


it to my mother because I remembered it. 


My father came to pick aan at Fusan. From there we got 
the first class seats on the train. You see, Korean 
train was larger than Sananene train. So it was very 
enjoyable. When we arrived at: Ryuzan, we lived in an 


official residence. 


One thing I noticed about Korean family was that they 
dried hot red pepper on the roof. It was very beautiful. 
I still remember that sight. There were also many 
mounds in fields. They must be graves. There were many 
roling hills, but were bold. Koreans always wore white 
cloths. These were very different sight from that of 


Japan. 


There were many Japanese lived in Ryuzan and also in 
Keijo. There were many official peataesees of Rail 

Road personnels and also boading houses for single 
people. There was also young adults meeting of the 

Rail Road workers. It must have been organized by Chris- 


tians. I lived in Korea for about ll years. 


During that time, I graduated from the girls' middle 

school in Seoul. My mother died one year before I graduated 
eon the middle school. She died of cancer. She wanted me 
to go to a Christian school. So after graduating from the 
girls' school, I entered Kobe Jogakuin (Riyaneed Siemens 
Mi-dle School) . I want with the daughter of the leader of 
the young adults' group. This school was built by the 


Congregational Church. 


I lived in the school domitory. I stayed there for 5 years. 
During that time, I took trips to Nagano City where I was 


born, and also went back to Korea to see my family. I 


also went to Tottori Ken where my mother was born. 


How did you feel when you left your native town to go to 
Korea when you were 11 yeaeavonde 

Well, I sonnet eesti it very well. One thing I remem ler 
4s that when we arriv ed at Korea, it rained a lot. It was 
summer, and when it rained frogs croaked. Frogs there were 
really big, too. There ae a flood. ee River's dike broke | 
and wares flooded the city. We lived close to it, so our 
house was surrounded by the water. We could not get out of 
the house. I remember eating sandwitches which were supplied 
from Seoul. It was the first time when I ate a sandwitch. 


All these food were supplied by boats. 


It was very beautiful at night. However, when the water 


level was rising and we had to put everything above the 
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such as upper shelf of closet. I remember thinking if we 
need to be strong, we can be very strong. When we were 
lifting things on the shelves, we didn't feel it. However 
when we wens putting the things down, we could not move them 


because they were too heavy for us to move. 


Fortunately, the water did not rise alove the floor, so 


we were spared of a catastrophy. 


I also remember the funeral for Mr. Hirofumi Ito. You 
see, he was assassinated in Harbin. So there was a large 


memorial service near Seoul. 


There was alsoa memorial service when the Emperor Meiji 
died. It was carried one das very solem manner. Oh, yes, 
it is not the Emperor Meiji, but it was General Nogi. 

You see The General Nogi committed suicide on the day of 


Emperor Meiji's funeral. It was a great shock to us. 


What kind of friends did you have? 

Yes, I had very good friends. When I came to Korea, I 
transfered to a Japanese Elementary School in Ryozan. I 
went to a Japanese Elememtary school and also Japanese. 
Middle sch-ol, so I really did not get to know Koreans. 
So, I didn't learn how to speak in Korean. Pash I 


had studyed it then. 
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After the elementary school, then you entered the girls' 
middle school. | | 

Yes. It was located in Seoul. I just had to take a 

evain for about 5 minutes. So I commuted by train. Soon 
after that, tramcar was established, so I took that. I 
attended the middle school for 4 years. After iP aueauesed 
from the middle school, then i went to the womens' 


Middle school. And then I went on to the Women's college 


(Now Kobe University). 


I remember about Mr. Miura, the principal. He was a very 
strict person. Everyday we were gathered in the hall and 
heard the principle's speach or heard lectures about 
moral esseniage: After Mr. Miura died, Mr. Narita became 
our principal. I think he was a Christian. He was a 


cery kind teacher. 


Then, the main lecture was on Morals. Nowaday there is 

no such thing, but at that time it was the most important 
thing. We also had Gakugei Kai (literary Excercise, or 
presentation of plays, songs, recitation of poems, and others. 
to parents and the community). There was also an athletic 


meeting which entire school participated. 


What did you like the best? 


I did not like history, but I liked Geography and also 


Science, even though it was rather elementary science 
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incomparison to now, but I enjoyed it. There was also 
P.E.class, too. I was not the top student, but I liked 


school. 


IT had a good friends. I also liked all the teachers, 
too. My science teacher wasSuda Sensei (teacher). He 

was a very kind teacher. We had a woman teacher, too, who 
was a music teacher. She was a graduate of Tokyo 


Music Conservatory. We performed quartet or Choras. 


How old were you when you graduated from the middle school? 
I must have been 17 years old. Then I went to Kobe 
Women's College. This college was built by the American 
eohotegavienal Church Board. It is an old College. It 


will be celebrating 100th year next year. 


How long id you go to school there? 
The middle school was 5 years and then the university was 


4 years. Howev er, I had exstra schooling in Seoul, so I 


only had to go 2 years to fulfill the middle school division. 


I had to take some English, then I entered the 2nd year of 
the college division. So lI had to catch up with those 
who went 5 years of middle school there. It was not that 
difficult then. Some of the good students were licensed 


by the ministry of Education of the Japanese Government. 
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It was the best period of my life. We gathered in the 
assembly hall and worshiped. Ministers in the city took 
turns to preach to us. This devotional time was only about 
30 mi. We sang hyms, prayed and listen to sermons. That's 
all. After that we went back to our classrooms and studied. 


It was a very good life. 


I was very busy mere during my college time. I went 
through other high school system, so my English was behind, 
so I had to catch up. It was a lot of work. ‘There was 
also a prayer meeting on Wednesday nights. We went to 

our domitory teachers room for this in high school. 

When we advanced to college, we did it by ourselves in 


library. 


On Sunday we went to local churches. We went to Kobe 
Kyokai (Church). We walked over there in two by two. 
We had free period in the afternoon. Even through we 
were free, we could not get out of the Bahco, sO some 


people studied and some did other things. 


Did you have a boy friend? 

Not at all. There were some who had boy friend (secretly) 
however, once you enter the domitory it was just like in a 
Nunnery. However, once a Glee Club feon Kansai University 


(Men's College) performed for us. It was very good. 
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Weren't there any college students from Kansai Gakuen 

at the church? 

Yes, there were. They also were in Choirs, so we really 
enjoyed their singing. It was the only ie that we could 
see boys, Chen: Then, we also attended the production of 


the Literary Society of the University. 


There was also a school called Kobe Business School. We 
also attended their Literary Society production, too. 
I would say we were allowed to attend it. We heard them 
reciting poems, plays in Chinese or French, and other 
languages. It was very enjoyaHe. When we ue on = cnn 
event, we invited students from these colleges to come 


in turn. 


Were there any chance to talk with some of the college 
students? | 
No, not mn all. It didn't happen with me, because I had 
no chance to go out of the school (on my own). We could 
never go out of the Scnosdbe ourselves. We had to go 
out with apnicboden. toe shoping or other things. Then we 
had to come home as soon as it was over. We needed to 


get a permission to go out from our domitory master. | 


You must have been over 20 years old when you graduated - 


from the college. You still needed such permission? 


Yes. Iwas 22 years old when " graduated from the 
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‘college. 


Was there any one who found a boy friend and became a 
school problem? 

No. However, there were some who got married and guit 
school before their graduation. We attended some of those 
weddings, too. I don't recall any one who got in trouble 
because of their by friends. There must have some, but 


it was never discussed in public. 


The president of the college was a woman by the name of 
Miss Hall. She was very strict. She was a graduate of 
Wells College. She never spoke to us in Japanese. I 
suppose it was for the sake of students. Although she was 
strict, she was a very faithful believer. When she wanted 
to guide a student into Christian Faith, she would invite 


the student into her office and talk her privately. 


I was baptized when I was a child, however, I had not made 
my own confession of faith. She knew that my family 
belonged to an Episcoparian church, so she made me to 
commute to a local Episcoparian church after the class. 

It continued a but one month, until I began to understand 
common knowledge of Christianity. After that I was confirmed 
at the church, Michael Episcoparian Church. This use. 


have been one of the biggest event which happened while I 


Was in Kobe. 
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While I was in college, I had oppotunities to hear many 
famous ministers" sermons, such as Rev. Yamamuro Gunpei, 
Kimura Sayematus, Ebina Danjoh. During the summer 
vacation time, I visitea Nagono Ken, where my uncle was 

a Minister. My aunt was also a wife of a imitans hoo: 

So I spent one summer there. It was a very good summer. 
Onc. summer T went to Tottori and visited onsen (hot 

spring inn). It was my mother's relatives who lived there. 


Rest of the time I went back to Seoul to visit my family. 


How was your Sisters. Did they go to school as much as 


you did? 

My younger. ~ sister who is next to me, came here as 
soon as she graduated from the middle school. I was here 
already. It was the time when there was a flue epidemic. 
She contracted flue and died. Next one went through the 
middle school and also graduated regn the Kobe Women's 


college. She lives in Kyoto now. 


Next one died of scarlet fever. She was 9 years old. 


One of my sister came home with wi from school. My 


father always said that it was because there was not 


good facility in the hospital. When they discharge 
patients from hospitals, they should wash their hair, 
and everything. However, they did not do that, so the 


other one contracted it. 


About 8 months after the youngest sister was born, my 
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mother died. At that time my mothers cousin was at the 
house helping the family. She was a very nice person. 
About a year afterwards my father remarried to her. My 
father did not decide this by himself. He asked us 

if he could. I thought that he was very sensitive to 
our feelings. (I gave him a lot of credit.) This | 
woman was married once, however, her husband drunk a 
lot, so they aeue separated. After that she wanted to 
become an evangelist, so she also attended a seminary 
for a while. So that's why she was such a nice person. 
I never lived with her, so I never experienced any problem 


| with her. 


O: Well, then what is the reason why you came to theis country? 
A: My uncle was here already. My anes and my husband were 
good friends. Mr. Kimura ee bachlor and was apprapriate 
time for him to get sane ea They thought’ that I would 
be a good match, so we were engaged before I was graduated 
from the Bei leses I went over to Kimura's family and 
held the engagement celemony. From that time on, we 
exchanged letters and within one year I got to know him 
very well.. My husband was a New York Life insurance 
agent. He also was a. newspaper reporter for Nichibei 
Shinbun (Nichibei Newspaper). He was in San Jose at 


that time. 


My uncle used to wok as an General Secretary of the 


 Nihonjin Kai (Japanese Association). He worked for a 
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Hiaksnen: however, he did have a middle school education. 
But he had to take a job like that! At that time a job 
such as nespaper reporter, was a.voluntary job. He did 
not get paid for it. So one must have a time to do 

such a thing. You see, he had to visit people at night 
to solicite business, because most of his customers were 


farmers and they could not see him in daytime. 


Your husband was not a college graduate, even though you 
were, right? 

Yes, that's right, because he left Japan when he was very 
young. eee: he did take some courses from Waseda 
University through correspondence. So, he studied on 

his own. He was able to read English. Many women who 
came here to marry were high school graduates, however, 
most of the husbands eons eemnens and did not have very 
much Mueseion. Their Levels of education were so differ— 
ent that many of those women suffer a great deal. I 


was very lucky in this regard. 


How much difference was there between you and your 
husband? 

14 years of difference. My uncle was the one who brought 
us together. He is already dead, but my aunt is still 
alive and comes to the eae church with me. My aunt is 
84 years old now. She is a graduate of a women's college 


in Japan, too. 
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You exchanged letters with your husband and got to know 
him. 


Yes, and then we got married in this church. 


Would you describe to me the time when you left iaielbte 
I had eG go to the American Counsolet, so I came out to 
Tokyo. I stayed with my aunt for a few days and left 
Japan. The name of the ship was "Shunyo Maru". I left 


Japan from Yokohama. 


How aud you feel when you left Japan? 

Well, when I left Seoul, with a formal fairwel, I felt. 
very emotional, because I pes Weawene my family. But 
after that I did not think about it too much, because 
tT had to think about the future. I don't remember 

any sadnessof leaving Japan. Ei suppose I was rather 


Simple minded. 


What did you think America might be like? 
tT didn't know too much about it. However, my English 


teacher was an American, and so was the principle of 


the school. They were very fine people, so I did estimate 


America from them. However, I did not give too much 
thought to it. I never thought that there would be so 


many Japanese lived here. 
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How was on the ship? 

Well, I came here on the first class EGIee. however, I 
asked them °©to put me with 4 other girls in one room. 
There waS a woman by the name of Yamashina. She was a 
peataee of the Toyo Eiwa(Toyo English-Japanese College). 
So I was able to talk with her very well. We used to 

go on a deck and talked. aeaeres: later on I got sea 
Sick, so I could not go up on the deck any more. When 
the sea was rough, I just stayed in bid eanin and had 


my meal brought in. It took about 17 days. 


We were introduced to one of the officers of ene ship by 
our distant relatives. So I received a special treatment. 
I was able to visit captain's office and other very 
interesting places. The voyage was very pleasant. 
However, I could not go to founed ‘affairs becaue ‘WHEN 
I changed in to my dress and went there before, I became 


very ill, so I had to come back to my room. 


When the ship arrived at Hawaii, we got off the ship and 
went to sight seeing, then came to America. It was in 


EOL 4 


Were there many picture brides on the ship? 
Yes, there were. However, I was not in the 3rd class 
cabin, so I did not have a chance to meet them. But I 


could see them when we arrived at the harbor. There were 
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not too many of them, though. 


Do you remember anything else from the voyage? 


A: No, I don't remember any. 


Q: Where did you land? 

A: Angle Island. All of us had to go through the Island. 
I stayed there over night. I felt as if we were placed 
in some euepreicuc place. However, I was a very optimis- 


tic person, so I didn't worry too much. 


Q: Were there many Japanese women there? 

A: Yes, there were. There were some who had to stay there 
for a long time. However, I only stayed over night. 
They jege checking some of my husband's documents. 

His was burned in the San Francisco earthquick. So it 


took for a while to track down his records. 


Q: Did Mr. Kimura come to see you at Angel Island? 
A: No. However, he came up on the ship and we met for the 


first time, then I was sent to the Island by my self. 


Q: When you met Mr. Kimura for the first time, how did you 
feel? 
A: Je recognized each other quickly, because we exchanged 


pictures. 
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pictures. 


What did you say to him? 
I don't remember such a thing (laugh...). I suppose 


because we were Japanese we just bowed to each other. 


I suppose you two were rather serious at that time. 


Yes, we were. We weren't playing house. _ 


wane you afraid of him in the begining? 

No, I wasn't. You see we had been communicating 
through letters, so I felt I knew him very well. Some 
times he sent me a letter in English. He was very good 


at that. We corresponded for about 7 to 8 months. 


wnat hapsend when you finally landed? 

My uncle and souskn came to see me there. My aunt 
couldn't come alone. I was taken to my husband's house 
by ...a car. It is the house I live in now. I was 
lucky that I didn't have to live ina Tey camp. 

There were seit Japanese who lived ina camp. There were 
people with fine family background who went ioncrupe and 
lived in a camp. Or aman was swindled and lost all 


his money. These things did not happen to me. 


Well, after I came here, we had the wedding celemony in 


this church (San Jose M.E. Church of that time) and was 
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officiate by the minister, Rev. Shigeo Fujii. It was 
around the time of Thanksgiving in 1919. I think it 


was Nov. 27th. 


How was your family life? 
You see, when I was in Japan I had no way of assessing 
how my life might be in America. So I had no way of 


comparing. 


You see, my uncle lived with us for about 6 months. Then 
they moved to the next door. They bought the house so 

I was never lonely. There were those women who were 
taken to a lonely camp in a remote places. Those 

people were so homesick and cried a lot. However, I was 
able to live ina fine Aouse: It was a fine house of 


that time, even though I didn't know that then. 


He was not a Christian, even though he was baptized 
once in San Francisco long time before I came. However, 
ie had not ee attending church. The reason was that 
because some of the powerful people in church were not 
very nice people. So he was disappointed in them. 
There were very nice people, too. But some became so 
ridgid and hard and lost wormth that I too was very 


disappointed in them. 
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You see when I came here, my father gave me a paper 

on which he wrote that one must believe in God. So 

as soon as I came to this country I joined a Methodist 
church here in Jan., 1920. I was an Episcoparian, so I 
wondered whether I should go to the St. Paul on 2nd. 
SErece, or a Japanese Christian church. If I go to the 
St. Paul, then everything would be in English. nee 
I decided that I should go to a Japanese church. However , 
in the begining there were only a very few members 
attended the Sunday morning worship. There were only 

12 to 13 people in attendance. The minister's sermon was 
not very good either. As a person Rev. SEE was a 

fine person. His wife was also a very fine person. But 


his sermon was not that good and I was very unsatisfied. 


You see, I came froma Kobe Christian church where 

400 members attended every Sunday . The minister was 
Rev. Yonezawa and was a very fine preacher. I was 

used to hearing a top level of sermon. I also heard Rev. 
Ebina Danjoh, Rev. Kenzo Ozaki, and also Rev. Miyazaki. 
You see, I was used to these mem's sermons, so I was 
used to first class enone: So I was very unsatisfied 
and lonesome in church. However, once I became a member 


of a church, I was committed, so I never left the church. 


I suppose other members and you had different interests, 


right? 


That's true. You see when they got together, they always 
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talked about how to make more money. They talked about 


the price of vegitables or fruits and others. 


I had 7 children, so some times [I missed church. One 
thing goed abou it was that my husband was. rather free 
during the day time, so he could watch children for me. 
So I could attend women's association meetings during 
daytime. My husband .used to take my uncles children and 
ours to places. So he was very popular. He was used to. 


changing. dipers, too. 


Some times our neighbors called him to come over became 
a child was having convulsion. Because of his job, we 
knew a good doctor. He was a very good friend of his. 
When our child was sick, this doctor made a house call, 
even twice a day when it was very bad. He was a very 
good person, a rear person. This doctor used to tell my 
husband that. "If I die first, then you look after my 
family. If you die first, then I'll look after your 
Family." Well, this doctor died first. My husband 
escorted the family at his funeral. However, in this 
contry people don't -give a deceased nice fneraT such 
as our. (so his funeral was not very well attended). 
After the funeral his wife consulted my husband. 


Instead of her relatives about banking and other matters. 
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He was very good with his hands. He could fix his car, 


and did all kinds of things. 


When did the doctor die? 
It was before the war, about 1927, I think. Then a 


differnt doctor took over his practice. 


What kind of difficulties did you have to face around 
that time? 

I don't remember much, because I was well taken care of, 
imcomparison with women who had to work on a farm. Even 
when there was the Depression, we did not have to suffer 
too much. My husband was a long time president of the 
Japanese Association. During the Depression time Japanese 
Association quietly helped those fami Lies whieh were 

in dire need... They brought food to them. tT suppose 

the Association had information about each family. I 
don't know those things in detail, but they bytes to do 


it so that other families would not know about bee 


According to the stories, those families did not have 
money to buy bread. Many Japanese families, 

however, had rice. So when they could not buy bread, 
they made onigiri (rice ball) and gave it to children | 
for their lunch. However, antares were so embarrassed 
about eating onigiri in front of other children, so 


they went to a corner of the school yard and ate it 
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guietly. We also gave our children's hand-me-downs to 
needy families. There were some families who remembered 
what we did for them and being greatful. These were the 


purpose of the Japanese Association. 


When you came, were there any problems in regards to 


picture brides? 


No. I have not heard directly. However, I did hear 


stories alut them. This is one of the stories. Her 
husband was a gambler and their family life suffered. 
But she could not get separated from him. This kind 


of story was not a rare story. 


There were men who finally realized what they were 
doing to the family, so they quit gambling and became 


good husbands and fathers. One of those men died recently. 


Were there any women who run away from their husbands? 
Yes. I heard about them some times. Other times a young 
man who stole others wife and run away. There were those 


stories on news paper, but I have forgotten them. 


When you came, there were still gambling houses in the 
area, right? 
Yes, there were some on the 6th Street. Many Japanese 


people used to go there. 


28 


Q: I suppose women didn't go there often? 

A: That's right. However, there must be some women who 
did gamble in those days. But I did not know any one 
like that. Besides, I did not live ina Japanese 
neighborhood. So I did not know too much about that. 
All the Japanese stores, ofuroya “bath house) grocery 
stores, pool halls were located on the 5th and 6th. - 
streets. So whoever lived in that area, even children, 

would have heard all those stories. However, we lived 
away from the Japanese town, so we didn't hear too much 


about them. 


Q: What was the name of the doctor? 

A: Dr. Lincoln Corseland. He was a good doctor. Once my 
friend became sick with asthma. So my husband brought 
the Aen and visited the family. After the doctor went 
home, because it was in the evening, I thought he would 
charge a lot. I Sceeeed him to charge about $10.00 
because that was the standard fee. However, he said, "I 
aeuid not receive any money from a poor farmer." He 
was such a doctor. But that good doctor died very early. 
He was very good to Japanese people. You see, he had 
to give a physical examination (when they joined insurance). 


So he knew the condition under which Japanese people lived. 


Sometimes we all were invited to go to the doctor's 
house for a dinner and ate a fine dinner for the first 


time in my life. I think I took 2 children with me, It 
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was a full course dinner, I think. We also invited them 
over for Sukiyaki dinner. We both trusted each other. 


He worked for the company over 20 years. 


My husband worked for the Nichibei Shinbun (Name of a 
newspaper ) for nothing, Since the newspaper was very poor. 
Once he was paid for $50. Then he switched to Hokubei 
Asahi (Hokubei Newspaper) because my uncle began to 

work for it. Mr. Mineta, congressman's father took my 
husband's place at the Nichibei Shinbun. There was 
another person who used to write for the Nichibei. 
However; my husband was with the Hoku bei till we were 


evacuated. 


What kinds of eeetiens or hardship did you have in regard 
to raising your children? 

You see, our daily living and raising children were so 
busy and I was completely absorbed into it. I really 


didn't give me a chance to reflect upon it. 


What kind of worry did you have? 

Well, when ay chiwaven caught cold and suffered 

high feaver, I worried a lot, even though I had a good 
doctor with us. I often stayed up all night to take 


care of them. 
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IT also attended PTA often. At that time our children's 
school, Se: cevson Elementary school, was said to be a 
very good school, even though it is no longer there, 
because of lack of school children in the district. It 
was locatdd on Hudson street. Fortunately our endear 
had good teachers. Our children still remember them 


now. 


Students used to gather in the assembly hall and sang 
songs. They don't do this kind of thing anymore, though. 
Mrs. Yampamarch used to play piano and taught children 
songs. I used to remember those songs because my 
children used to sing them for me. It was a very good 


school. 


Did your children sueeee any harsh treatment at school? 
No, I don't oun so. They never came home and complained 
about the mean treatment by other children. They used 

to help teachers. You see, Japanese children were very 


guiet and helpful. 


There must have not been cases of discrimination in San 
Jose area. | 

IT suppose not, because I don't remember any. There must 
be some. However, when thewar began, some people were 
picked up and placed in special detension camps. Some 
parents whose children were in Kendo Club , where 


detained. However, there. were very few of these cases 
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in San Jose area. Some owners of Japanese stores, the 
president of Japanese Association of that year were 
detained. Even though my husband was the president of 
Japanese Association for a long time, so we thought he 
would be one of the first one to be picked up, but 

he was not. My uncle, too, was ready and had PJ and 
underware packed in a suitcase, but he too was not picked 
up. It was because we had a good atterny by the name of 
thecome and also good member of the council of churches 
in San Jose. The women of the concil of churches helped 
us a great deal. My daughter and ny niece were members 
of San Jose State YWCA.. There was a teacher by the 

name of Miss Cooly. My girls used to visit here 

often. In any case, she did a great deal of things for 
Japanese people. There was also a minister and his 
wife, Rev. and Mrs Peabody. These eacuewene very 

close to Japanese people and Japanese people did their 
share to keep up the good relationship. I think these 
factors ahd something to do with us not going though 
very harsh treatment when the World War II broke out. 

I really feel that our men were very lucky. Only a few 
people to :.go to detension camps. In some other community 
almost all men were taken away and only Wome were left 


behind. 


I just talked to a woman whose husband.was taken away 


and she had to give birth to a baby by herself. She 
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was in such a desparate need. We didn't have to go through 
those things, so we entered the Evacuation camps with 


all our family together in peace. 


How did you feel when Pearl Harbor was setacneds 

twas the last Sunday, wasn't it, which was the December 
7th? I went to church on that Sunday morning. When I 
came back from church, getting ready for lunch, then a 
telephone call came. Mr. Kozo Ishimatsu was on the phone. 
At that time he was still poor and not successful, yet. 

He was an insurance men, then. He asked us if we listen 
to radio. I send. "No, I haven't." Then he said that 

we should turn it on and listen to it, because Hawaii 
was attacked." Then my heart made a gib thump. I 


thought that it's goint to be a big trouble. I was so 


suprised and was so troubled that I could not talk. I 


still remember that shock to thid day. We gathered all 
our household and warned them about it. We wandered why 


Japan had to fight against America. 


Were you aware Cf the omnous atmosphere between Japan 
and the USA? 
No. I was not aware of it at all. It was really 


sudden thing. 


What did your white friends say? 


tO 


p> 


33 


Well, the only white friend we had was through business 
connections, SO... Before we evacuated, Dr. Cutrale 
came over and gave us a shut for typhoid fever. It was 
very painful. Well, we had to take care of many things. 
We also read newspapers, but I've forgotten about them 
now. We all were in a state of shock. Then a curfew was 
put on us. We had to stay within a cirtain distance 


. De vo itt i 
from our houses. We also sew Gen. Duet-'s notice of 


‘evacuation. 


How did you feel when you realized that you had to evacu- 
ate? 

Well, I was distressed. Then we had to go and buy 
suitcases, sacks and so on. We were completely occupide 
with this problem of packing and taking care of our 
possessions. First of all, we didn't know where we 

were to be sent. We esaia not take too many things, heavy 
things. However, we wanted to take as many things as 
possilile. We had to think a lot. We felt that we 
needed to take some food, too, such as *.soup and others. 
We thought we would be sent to a deep mountain. We 

felt that we had to be prepared to pass many nights in 


the open air. 


Did you owe your house? 
Yes, we did. I don't remember well, however, I think 


my husband bought it in 1919, before he was married. It 
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must have been a year before that. 


Was there any problem in lying the house? 

I think my husband bought it by borrowing the name of 
person who was in the WW I. He was a Japanese person my 
uncle (Nr. Okazaki) brought the bbuge by the name of . 


this person. He is a Nisei. He is a MD now. 


Then what happend? 

Well, we all packed our necessary things. We were 

to gather at the depot on 3rd st. At that time members 
of the counsol of dnurenes cane out to the depot and 
served tra for us. I would say this ie Gus indication 
that people in San Jose. was less prejudiced against us. 
As for our situation, some one came to pick us up at 

our house and took us to the depot. My house was 
mannaged by an atterny by the name of Thecome. Agreement 
was that he should sellece enough rent to pay tax. 

Well, I realized now that it was mistake. We should have 
realized some income from that. I feel this was the 
mistake that atterny made. My children said that too. 
This aeearay is dead already. The renters were not that 
good people, so they stole many things from the house. 
You see, we had a large basement and we kept household 
posueesions of 3 other families there. There were many 
things which were stolen econ the basement. They took 


out linen and others and used them for themselves. 
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Then we were transported to Santa Anita. At that time 
one seen wae assigned to 4 people, so one of my daughter 
was placed in another room by herself. The younest 

one was 4 years old, then 6 and 7. The next was a girl 
who was in Jr. high, 5 years older, and then the girl 
who was in Sr. High in San Jose and then a boy and the 


girl who were in college. 


How did you feel when you were eiacea in the Assembly 
Center? 

Fortunatly the place where we were assigned was not 

a part of the seatiee: It was a newly opetnscted. 
barrack. It was avery terrible situation. 9 people 
in my family were placed in one room. However, when I 
think of the people who were placed in the stable, we 


were really fortunate. We went to visit one friend who 


‘lived in the stable. It was so stinky. We could also 


see houses' teath mark on the walls, too. Tt was very 


humid in there. I must consider myself to be very lucky. 


How was the meal? 

It was so bad in the begining that I didn't like it at 
all.- I could not qeneiey things which were on the plate. 
Everything was mashy. I didn't know about those people 
who cooked and also Ehese dhe served. They seemed to 


know nothing about cooking or serving. It was terrible 
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and we could not eat it. .We were so hungry at night 

that we made soop that we brought from the house. However, 
as we got used to the camp life, the cooks got organized 
and we also got used to it, so it became much more 


liveable. 


I also did or like to line up for the meals. Santa Anita 
was very hot. It was the end of May. It was May 29 th 

to be exact. We celebrated My birthday and also my 
daughter's birthday there. My daughter's friend ordered 

a cake for her and had a very good party. We borrowed 

an open room which wus not yet occupied. Migs Coolidge 
came to join us at that time. It was one of the most 
memorable event in the camp. You see, it was her Caucasion 
friends who organized thie for her. They could get 

permit to come in, you see. However, I don't think 
everybody could come in the center. Come to think of it. 
So they must have made a special arrangement with Friends 
people. Our friend, Mr. and Mrs. Dubneck came to see us, 
too. However. 46 could not shake hands, though, because 
we were placed in separate rooms. Since we were classified 
as the enemy alien. It was very sad. The whether was 
nice and we could wash our cloths and hung them outside. 
They used to turn real white. The water was very clean. 


The sun was so strong that it bleached colored cloths. 
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There was a big disturbance, a demonstration, in there. 
One koy who came from Los Angeles opposed cirtain treat- 
ment by the government. There was a boy who was just 
standing around close to those boys, and even he was 
arrested. I don't know what happend to those boys then. 
There was a big commotion on that main street. However, 
‘I did not see them close, so I would not be able to say 


precisely what happened there. 


On the average, the camp was very guiet. Most of the 
people were quiet and peach loving farmers. So they were 
very gentle people. I might be blamed for saying this, 
but I think people lived in down town were more aggressive. 
We were sent to Wyoming. The day after I arrived was a 
big snow storm and was very cold. There was one Christian 
person by the name of Kuwae, still alive, brought us 
“futon AND LET US USE THEM, It really helped us a lot. 


He became blind recently but he is still alive, I think. 


How long did you stay in the Aeeeniiy Center? 

About 3 months. So, the time we were moved to Wyoming 
was the end of summer. It took about 4 days, I think. 
Tt passed Salt iaike and Ogden. The train ride was 
rather presaat: It was a nice train. ev ee: there 
was no special place to sleep. We just slept where 
we were sitting and we were fed in a dining car. It 


must have been a joyride for.some. There were those who 


a@ 
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ate pure American style food for the first time; no 
shou and no miso. 

(a) 
How was it when you entered the Hartmountain Camp? 
I was terrible. We were searched and was addmitted in. 
They took our radios away and anything which can be 
used as weapons and cameras. Then, we were escorted to 


our block. 


Did you work? 


No, I did not. My husband did not work either. However, 
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later, he worked for the Heart Mountain Rare ae (a 
newspaper). It was in both languages, and he was an 
editor for the Japanese Side. Sometimes he had to 
iangiace articles in English into Japanese. So he 
received$19.00 a month doing this job. I esa not work 
because my satidess were still young. By that time 


I had 7 children. I did help cub scout for about one 


year. 


How about your hobbies? 
Well, I:- was very busy working at church. But I did |. 


knitting. 


What do you remember from the Camp life? 
Well, it was very unfortunate that we were placed within 
the barbed wires, however, from the point food availa- 


bility, we seemed to have it better than those who were 
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outside because of the lack of materials and also 

ratio’. system. From this point of view, American Govern- 
ment provided us very well. Food was very adequate and 
people were able to cook them very well. Japanese 
began to cook, and this was one of the reason for the 
improvement . We were able to sit wherever we wanted to. 


I felt it was almost too good under the circumstance. 


SW) 
ae ane 
There were those who learned charigraphy or flower 
arrangement. I had to go to church on Sunday, so the 
other thing I did was to learn knitting. That's all. 
I also learned sewing, too. 

Cie, 


Was there anything troublesome in Hartmountain? 


I don't remember any. Yes, I remember one. It 


concerns with children's (Nisei‘s) volunteering for 


the Army. The other one was about the loyalty 
question. These two matters became problems to all 


the camps. 


I am eet in this country and have been taken care of 
by this country. Besides, my children are Nisei who 
are Americans. So we decided to be loyal to America. 
My son entered the Army, the member of 442nd Regimental 
Combat Unit. There eee 2 boys, including my son, who 
went to the Army from our block. Those Saesiie who 


came from down towm areas were talking behind my back. 
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They were talking ill of me in a laundery room or where- 
ever they met. They even called us "Red" (Communist). 
IT was never been told that directly to my face, but 


my friends heard them and reported to me. 


Once I went to listen to a lecture at our block. I 
just forgot his name, oh yes, it was Mr. Ryoichi Fujii 
and Mr. Koike. They talked to us about current events, 


American history and other important issues. These 


were very interesting lectures. It was directed toward 


those who were interectuals. It was. a very interesting 


and happy events for me. 


Have you been called Inu (dog)? 
Not directly. However, I did hear that through our 
friends. They were calling us "Inu" or "Aka" (red). 


They were very fine people, though. 


Our first son volunteered for the Army. The oldest one 
was a aenentee. He came home safely and served his 
term.:#. at the camp Shelby. He did go to Italy but 
he had to come back because he had a bad case of Sinus, 
and could not go to battle firlds. So he had to come 
home. He regreted it very much. This things cannot be > 
helpted, ioast: He used es send us letters describing 


the ship traveling in darkness. Then he helped in 


Al 


a veterans hospital in Denver. He worked as a medics. 


The our children got out of the camp. The oldest daughter 
was admitted into a university in New York. She 
transfered her record from San Jose State. The next 

one went to 6beling College. Next one went to a high 
school in Minesota. So three of them left home, and 2 
boys and a girl left with us and 5 of us together came 


back to California. 


We stayed in the camp for 3 years. We came back after 
the war ended. We came back here on the first train. 
Before that, Mr. Kawakami and Mr. Kogura came back to 

San Jose to see how things were. They sent back communi- 
cation epee ae would be OK for us to come back to San 
Jose. So we came back. It was around May, I think. 

When we came back, my daughter 's friend brought us 2 

hot dishes. We were really surprised and was overwhelmed. 


Mr. Kogura was here already, so they made tra and was 


waiting for us. The women from the Counsel of Churches 


' also came to greet us. 


There was a family lived in your house, right? 

Yes. But they were not good people. They left the house 
before we came home. We were able to get in the house 
right away. The house was very dirty, though. My husband 


cleaned up the house and cut trees around the house. 
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However, his heart became very weak during the camp time, 
so he could not do very strenious things. He died of 
strock within one month and a half after we came back. 


He was 62 years old. 


Well, the hardship.began from this point on. Till then, 
everything went very smoothly. Fortunately my daughter 
got a job at the WRA, because she was taking social work 
course. Other children worked part time to send them- 
selves to school. One of my sons graduated from San 


Jose State. 


I began to do house work. You see, I have not done such 
work before. If you get a fultime job, I must leave 
Hone for a long time and children would not be happy. 

Tf it were house work, then I just had to work 4 hours 


a day. So it was very convenient. 


Did you ow’ that house? 


: Yes. My husband bought it by cash. So I had no worry 


about that. We just had to pay tax on it. 


Jithen your husband died, he left you an insurance? 

ae didn't have very much. He thought that he had to 
look after other people who sound not pay their primiam. 
So he had very little left in his own life insurance. 
Some of his insurance was terminated because of the war. 


So, we received only very little. When we requested 
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reparation money, I did not take these into account. I 
was very ignorant. I just submitted other small items, 


that's all. So I did not recieve much. 


Then your children really earned the money to go to 
school? 

Yes, they did. I suppose they could do it because this 
is America and not Japan. They could do it as long as 
they worked, as long as they had a desire to go to. 
school. If kids didn't want to go to school, no matter 
how much parents wished them to go to school, it would 
not work out. eq very happy that all of them wanted 
to go to school. One of my boy even went to pick prunes. 
He used to say that that kind of job was not for human 
beings. You see, pickers had to crowl under the trees 
to pick them up. It was a very hard work. The other 
boy worked pee a cannary. Others went to pick pears. 


So everybody worked and graduated from colleges. 


It must be very difficult for you tolive and manage the 
household by yourself, especially after the war? | 
Yes, it was very difficult. However, at the time like 
that my faith really helped me. It didn't do any good 
to worry or sonpiains. You could interpret it bad way, 
too. You can do that as much as you want, but it dees. 


not lead you anywhere. 


Church life was very meaningful to me. I served as a 
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chairperson of the Fujinkai (women's association), too. 


You had to work, even though your children were small. 
Yes, because we did not have any savings. Beside that 
the Insurance -Ampany gave us a salary for ene first 

6 months of his work and that's all. Besides, New York 
Life did not give his social security benefit. So I 


have no benefit from it. We had to begin from scratch. 


I still work. I still have 3 house work jobs. There 
are some who cannot work any more and had to be taken 
care of by their children. There are ee those who 
don't want to burden their sons, so they receive welfair 
from the government. I don't work 8 hours a day, so 


my income is very small. B ut it is good to work. 


Gee did you feel when you went to do house work for the 
first time? 

Well, I didn't know too much about house meni: I've never 
don'e it before. ‘tt was the first time in my life. 

People lived in farms are used a picking strowberries, 

or pick fruits, but lived under very bad condition. 
However, they can earn money doing that. As for me, I 
had no such experience. Only work experience I had in 
Japan was that I worked for a white teacher for 2 hours. 


He paid me ¥ 3.00 for this. 
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It was very difficult to work as a house worker. 
Sometimes I used to cry in the car. I couldn't cry 
-when I got back to the house because children would 
be watching me. This was becaue it was such a hardwork. 
When I start working, I didn't want to quit, even if 
the woman of the house was not kind to me. I didn't 
want to quit. If I did, then the white people would 
think that all Japanese were no good. So I tried 

to work hard to please the employer. I was never 
fired. Even though there were many unplesant things 
happen to me, I endured them. They would bring out 
many more things to do saying, "Would you do this?" 
or "Would you do that?" while I had only a cople of 


hours to do all that. 


However, those who had worked and had various experience 
were very sympathetic and kind. I also worked ina 

celery packing house, 6G: It. was a very tough job. My 
hands were so sore that they were throbbing with pain. 

My friends used to say, "Because you had such an easy 

life before, all the hardship are catching up with you." 
(laugh...) However, I don't believe that. I accepted 

it as something that I had to endure. These were something 


which were given to me by God. 
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At that time the smallest one was 8 years old. However, 
my uncle lived next door to us, so he ieeked after my 
children when they came back from school. After that 
they were able to take care of themselves. I wish I 
knew how té type. I Aaa cies a typing class in-the 
Hartmountain Camp. But our teacher brout out all the 
typewriters in the ieee room and went somewhere else 
(to spend his time). So we had to ieee it all by 
ourselves. We were going "Potsun" "Potsun" like that 
we couldn't learn anything. Sol quit taking it. 

I wish I could learn it well, at that time, then 

I. could get a job as a typist. In Japan I could do 
something, taking care of people or teaching. But 


in this country I couldn't do anything. 


You could teach Japanese, couldn't you? 

Yes, I could have, if I asked the Rddhist Church Japanese 
school. But for some reason I didn't do that. For one 
thing, I couldn't make a living with that income. Ay 

do Geen studnets now. It is very useful and I enjoy 


it very much. 


What kind of hardship did you experience while you did 
house work job? 

Tell, for one thing I had to work continuously without 
resting. Japanese people never took a break during 
their work, such as tea break or others. If the 


mistress of the house offered tea for them, then they 
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might have taken it, but they did not insist on having 
one. We had cirtain jobs to do within a period of time. 


We had to finish them. 


Sometimes I did think about a job which I didn't want 

to do. But when I looked at people who were working hard, 
I was encouraged. Each one of us had to do our task even 
thoughthey were very hard. If I didn't work, a day 
passed somehow, reading a book or doing something. If 

I went out to work, then I had accomplished one days work. 


This is the attitude with which I worked. 


Have you ever thought, "Why do I have to go through this?" 
No, I didn't. I was in that kind of situation (pridica- 
ment) and shikataganai (I couldn't do anything about it). 
I had no other way than to do my task. Cmplaining would 
not get ae anywhere. I accepted this as the life which 


God had given me. 


I am so greatful that 7 of my children graduated from 
colleges. I feel cis7 job was accomplished. If some of 
them did something wrong and emprisoned, the I would be 
crying everyday. Fortunatly, no one is in such trouble, 
so I am very greatful. However, there are some boys 
who have not been aneeed,. Wer They like to sky, or 


climb mountains and play golf and enjoy themselves. 
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You were treated well by white folks, right? 
Yes, by those who were our friends. However, Japanese 


folks were drown together, so we did not have much 


opportunity to associate with white people, unless they 


were special kind of people. Nisei were different, 
though. Even now, Issei live pretty much the same way 
they would do in Japan. Thsrs were those those who 
cannot use knife and folk very well. Now their sons 
will take them to various meseaneanese so they are 
begining een use ds it. Especially women didn't 


have a chance to go out to eat. 


How many grand children do you have? 


I have 4 grand children. One of them is adopted. 


What would you like to teach to your grand children? 
Well, I would like them to learn Japanese manners. 

It's really important for Japanese. I might be very 
old fashion. Then I would like them to learn to 
respect older people. In this country they treat aunts 
and uncles the same way as their friends by calling the 
names. There is good part in it that they feel very 
close to them. However, I am not satisfied with that. 
There must be more respect for older people. Then, one 
must take a good care of things. Since people have so 
many things that they don't take a good care of their 


posessions. 
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Right now, Sansei are very interested in Issei. They 
want to learn something about them. This is a very good 
thing, don't you think? 


T think so. My grand children aren't like that, but one 


of them is studying about relocation camps. She just 


got married recently. But she was very interested in 

it and was writing a paper on it. She is in Ontario, but 
their teacher said that sh's got enough material to get 
a master's degree. She studied Japanese in Indiana 
University. However, the other ones are not interested 


in these things. 


Some of Sansei began to take pride in the fact that they 
are of Americans of Japanese ancestry. Do you think this 
is a good thing? 

Yes, I think so. Even though they are Americans, they 
need to keep alive good things of Japanese heritage. 

If they congregate among themselves too much, then they 
might create some problems. They need to live as 


Americans, however, they should not forget about their 


good traditions. This is a very important thing. 


When you look back, when was the most difficult time 

in your life? 

I would say it was the time when my husband died. I 
didn't know how to make ends meet. There were people in 
my situation who cried and cried and was very much in 


greef. However, in my case I just could not keep 
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crying forever. I just had to start doing something 

to raise 7 chiidren. So I just had to be tenacious and 
strong. I just didn't understand people who just 

cried and cried. Well, I suppose it all up to individuals. 


Those who wants to cry, cry. That's all. 


Would you tell me more about the time when he died? 
I thought everything was finished when he became very ill. 


The only thing I thought of was, "He is going to die! He 


is going to die!" However, I tolk myself that I shouldn't 


think of it that way. You see, he had a strock while I 
was sleeping. I hurd thud. He fell off from the bed. 
Well, I didn't know how to take care of him. May be 

I should have done something right there. But the first 
thought was that he was going to die. Because he could 
not say anything. He could not move either. I must 

have been about 3am in the morning. I just couldn't bring 
myself to call a doctor. I felt very bad to wake him 

up in tne wade of night. So I left him stay there 


quietly. Then I wake my daughters up. 


In the morning a doctor came to our house because we 
could not move him. Within 7 days he died. Fortunately, 
one of my daughters was a nurse's aid ina camp. So she 
knew how to take care of him. Then I called my son. 

He was very handy, so he mage a rale by the bed so that 


he would not fall off-again. We took care of him at 
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home. It was better for him 
We wanted him to die at hime 
His funeral was conducted by 
a very sick man. So he just 
burial service was conducted 


gationalist. After that we 


that way than at a hospital. 
rather than at hospital. 
Rev. Ohsuga. He was also 
read prayers. Then the 

by Rev. Peobody, a Congre- 


did..not have. any more of 


such tragic situations, because all my children were 


ordinary children and there were no bad ones. 


They say it's good for a man to experience harship and 


suffering. Do.you agree? 


It is a good thing to experience hardship, I suppose. 


Do you think you had a tough time? 


Well, you see house work is a maid's job in Japan. You 


know. But it's also depends on interpretation, too. When 


one thinks of labor as sacred, then you can endure any 


kind of work. Well, I did think, "If I were in Japan!" 


many times. However, there was no garantee that I could 


have had a good health in Japn. I many be dead by this 


time because of the weather there. The medical science 


here is a very high level. So I am able to live till 


77 years old... (laugh...) 


If I can eat everyday, I 


don't need anything at this stage. The Bible was a 


great deal of help to me. The Buddhist temple must 


preach goo things, too, however, I don't believe in 


Inga Oh-ho (retribution). 
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What is that mean? 


If you do something wrong, then you will receive 


punishment which is fit for your wrong doing. You see 


some people thought that because I had such an easy life 


in the begining, I had to go through a very hard life 


later on. However, there are those who do not fit for 


this description. 


Finally, is there anything you would like to teach 

young people? 

Well, things are different in Japan andi ain America. If 
you are staying here in America, then all the races 

must learn to get alone with one another. I believe some 
Sansei still are very exclusive. They would not let 
other people come into their circle. They reject black 
people for instance. I do live next door to a Chicano 
ee We all need to learn to live with one another. 
I was told this by my daughter. So I try not to be 
predudiced. If we can wipe this out, then we will be able 


to live very peacefully. That's what I think. 


Do you mind your children married to other than Japanese? 
Well, I have international marriages in my own 

household. One of my grand daughters is married to a man 
of Chinese ancestory. He is a very gentle person. q 


worried about his health, so I tried to voice my objection, 


then my daughter said that I was prejudiced. I was told 


that by my son-in-law, too. I didn't mean that, but 
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er . 


he looked to me not very healthy and vigorous. Well, 
when young people love one another, you can't do too 


much about that. 


The oldest one married a Japanese. He is a very bright 

_ person. My son was a bachelor for a. long time. However, 
he married a white woman recently. She is a very fine 
woman. I still have a daughter who is not married. If 


you know a nice boy, please let me know (laugh...). 


This girl is at home, so I feel I need to work to help 
her otir.. People tell me, "Are you still working?" So 

T tell them, "Money doesn't come down from heaven." So 
I need to work. Then I can contribute some to church. 
So long as I work, I don't need to depend on others. 
There are people, who come es. ceca: who say, "Give me. 
Give me." They are not members, though. I don't want 
to become like that. So long as I'm healthy, I wont to 
work and attend church. I feel I should be greatful 


because I still can do this. 


Q: I am intending to translate this and use it, as a whole 
or . parts, for a book. I would like to have your 
permission to do this. 

A: Well, I need to have you not to use my name, please, 

Q: I understand. 

A 


> Is it going to be in English? 
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Yes. 


Then, I Aone have to worry. 

When we publish this material, can we have the literary 
property cignes 

Yes, of course. This is my true story. 


Thank you very much. I really appreciate it. 


